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Chefs group says local food sourcing more important than ever

Euro-toques Ireland offers qualified support to new Bord Bia campaign

Euro-toques Ireland, the Irish branch of the European Community of Chefs & Cooks, has offered qualified support to the new ‘Just Ask’ campaign, having met with Bord Bia Chief Executive Aidan Cotter last week to discuss their plans. The group wants to see increased support for small producers and promotion of local sourcing in the foodservice industry, and has agreed to work with Bord Bia to help make this happen. The newly launched campaign is seen as a stepping stone to this.

The Euro-toques chefs’ group puts local sourcing and support of small and high quality producers at the centre of its activities and working charter. It jointly initiated the Feile Bia scheme in the 90s as a way of promoting local food, a scheme which was way ahead of its time. In 2006 however it withdrew as an industry partner in the Feile Bia programme, as it no longer fit with the organisation’s ideals. The group has now offered qualified support to the new Bord Bia ‘Just Ask’ campaign and has met with Bord Bia recently to discuss wider plans for support of local and small food producers.

“We see it as a positive thing that consumers think about the provenance of their food. Far beyond stating country of origin, we have always encouraged our members to list their suppliers on their menu and to source as locally as possible.” 

Euro-toques Commissioner-General Feargal O’Donnell commented from Malta where he was working to promote Irish food over St. Patrick’s weekend, 

“In the current climate this is more important than ever. We certainly want to see a lot more being done to encourage these practices in the wider industry, but this is a long-term project and education of both industry and consumer is essential. We have discussed various ideas and projects with Bord Bia that will contribute to this”.

“Clearly Feile Bia was taken in a direction which was not working and we are not happy that this happened. It was an excellent concept and brand, but it came to mean something other than what we intended it to be. But Bord Bia are now taking a new approach and we are willing to see how this goes”, O’Donnell continued; 

“There are many different stakeholders to be considered, but Bord Bia have promised to consult us more closely in future. Euro-toques chefs lead the way in terms of support of artisans and quality producers and have a wealth of experience to contribute. We have agreed to support and assist Bord Bia on the basis that we work more closely together to promote local sourcing, as well as food tourism and food education”

Euro-toques emphasised that far from lacking support for Irish producers, many in the restaurant industry are passionate about using local and regional food. Following the pork crisis, Euro-toques came out strongly to support the Irish industry and are using Irish pork as the basis for their upcoming Young Chef Competition. 

“What producers need is practical support and that is what Euro-toques offers. We want to see the same kind of support from state bodies such as Bord Bia and we will assist them on that basis”, Feargal O’Donnell concluded.
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For further information or comment please contact Ruth Hegarty on 01 6779995 or 087 7989474

INFORMATION FOR THE EDITOR:

Euro-toques 

Euro-toques, The European Community of Chefs & Cooks, was established in 1986 in Brussels as a guardian of European culinary heritage and as a lobby group addressing the concerns of Europe’s top chefs and cooks about food quality and  the future of food. 

Euro-toques Ireland was founded by Myrtle Allen the same year and now has almost 200 member cooks/chefs including Derry Clarke of L’Ecrivain, Ross Lewis of Chapter One, Guillaume Le Brun of Restaurant Patrick Guilbaud, Kevin Dundon of Dunbrody House, Paul Flynn of the Tannery and Neven Maguire of NcNean Bistro.

The Commissioner-General (President) of Euro-toques Ireland for 2009-11 is Feargal O’Donnell, Head Chef at Wineport Lodge, Glasson, Co. Westmeath.
Euro-toques Ireland’s Secretary-General is Ruth Hegarty.

Feile Bia – Background

Feile Bia was launched in 1999 following proposals from Euro-toques Ireland and the Restaurants Association of Ireland to Bord Bia as a way of promoting local food. The original initiative was a day when restaurants were asked to put on a special menu featuring local producers. It was promoted with the tagline ‘A Celebration of Irish Food’. The title Feile Bia is a direct translation of ‘Fete de la Cuisine’, a similar initiative run by Euro-toques branches throughout Europe since the 1990’s. 

Following extensive consultation with its members, Euro-toques withdrew as a Feile Bia partner in 2006 as it had evolved in something quite different to the original scheme proposed by industry. It was felt that its links to Quality Assurance Schemes favoured larger suppliers and did not fit with Euro-toques’ principle of supporting small producers and local sourcing.
